	
	 Welcome Addition Happy to Have Blues

	
By Nancy A. Fischer 

The community known for summer music welcomed a new resident recently, and she fits her new town quite well. 

Blues guitarist Maria Aurigema is a native of North Tonawanda and more recently had been living in Buffalo. She was welcomed to Lewiston by Village Mayor Richard F. Soluri when Aurigema served as the first act to open Artpark's "Tuesdays in the Park" free summer concert series. 

Aurigema said it was one of her "best show memories." 

"I'm still on that cloud," she said. 



Aurigema belts out her blues and whales on the guitar, but meeting her in person you find a woman whose enthusiasm for music is contagious and who features a personality that is anything but "blue." 

Her enthusiasm is just as strong for her other love, teaching. 

Aurigema works an elementary music teacher in the Ken-Ton School District, teaching band to fourth- and fifth-graders at Holmes and Edison elementary schools. 

She said her late father, Norton F. "Jay" Aurigema Jr., was both eccentric and exciting. He ran a pizza parlor in the family home, the 31-room DeGraff Mansion. He also was a patron of Melody Fair, and because his home was so big, he hosted the big stars of the 1970s coming to perform at Melody Fair. His daughter has fond memories of those visitors, including Dean Jones and Carol Lawrence. 

Aurigema has a degree in instrumental music from Fredonia State College and received her master's degree in creative studies from Buffalo State College. 

Her music and upcoming performance schedule are featured on her Web site -- www.mariaaurigema.com. 

Tell me about your family? 

My mother is right off the boat from Germany. My father was a jack-of-all-trades. He was an amazing personality, very artistic and very creative. At a young age, he had a fondness for antiques. I'm in the process of putting together an online memoir of the the DeGraff Mansion. The house had fallen into great disrepair, and in 1969 they got it from an auction. My mom said, 'I'm not moving into that house, it scares me.' Then they got involved in Melody Fair. A lot of old actors and actresses stayed with us. My mother and father used to throw these crazy parties. 

How did you become musical? Was it something in your family? 

I have no idea. I have three older brothers, and not one of them sings a note. I wonder sometimes. 

I guess not everything is genetic. 

We had a guitar laying around the house, and my mother said, 'How'd you like to take guitar lessons?' In fourth grade, I played the flute. But I always say, when it's your parent's idea to do something it's one thing, but when it's your idea then it truly becomes your own. Then I discovered Led Zeppelin in seventh grade and thought it was really cool if you play guitar. It was kinda my niche and came very easy for me. 

Were you always a fan of the blues? 

I didn't really know the blues back then as the blues. I didn't know of that style, but I knew when I heard it that I loved it. I have an old tape I recorded when I just a young kid. I just pressed the button on the radio when I was supposed to be asleep, from 88.7. That tape had a huge effect on me. I studied everything else, but it was right in front of me all the time. 

What do you mean right in front of you? 

That, that's what I was going to be doing, what I was supposed to be doing. It's the train that takes you where you need to go. I might say that blues is the style I do, but it's where I feel the most at home. 

You have to explain to people who aren't musical. How do you get there, making blues music your life? 

I have always had a fascination with just the movement and the time and the down-to-earthness. Do I sound like a cheese ball? I think it was just cooler. The blues is grounded in simplicity, it's real. It serves a greater purpose. It's very, very real. I appreciate honesty and openness. There's a lot of walls in front of people. 

How does this translate to your job as a teacher? 

It's a little bit about being in control. I have a fear of the unknown, so it's wonderful to do things without so much fear. Teaching children, I'm good at that. I know what I'm doing. I can take any kid and teach that kid to play an instrument. 

Music is a learning style. Creative studies is about getting out of the old idea that we were born creative. You can nurture creativity in adults and in children. It's great to allow yourself to be more whimsical and try different things. I believe in nurturing a creative personality, especially in kids. I'm always having fun with them and being silly. 

Do your kids know about your "rock music" style away from school? 

It's not a hidden personality, but my music life is not so public around kids. Blues is an adult music, unless it's written for children. I'm working on a blues CD for children (Aurigema shared a piece from her "Take Me" CD, called "Homework Blues," that features her and her students). 

Would you ever be able to choose between teaching and performing? 

Never. Teaching makes me a better performer, and performing makes me a better teacher. I hate that old saying, 'People who can do, and people who can't teach.' " 
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